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For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the reconciling of 
them be, but life from the dead’ Roz. xi. 15. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE REFORMED JEWS AT HAM- 
BURG. 


Contained in a Letter addressed to the Editors of the Jewish Expositor. * 


As it is the object of your truly interesting publication to notice every 
event relative to the Jewish people as connected with ihe pious endea- 
vours of your Society, and, as your views have of late been extended to- 





wards the numerous Israelites scattered over thé vast continent, I hope ..~ 


the following short account of an important change that has newly taken 
place in the Jewish community of the city of Hamburg, will not be 
deemed intrasive, nor prove altogether uninteresting to your readers.— 
Having long since entertained a deep respect for that venerable and once 
illustrious, but now too mnch despised nation, they have, on my late 
tour through several parts of the continent, more particularly attracted 
my attention, and led me intoa variety of serious thoughts and observa- 
tions. But as you have, during the course of the last year, collected a 
large fund of information concerning the moral and religious state of the 
present Jews from able and pious travellers, [ shall not pretend to add 
any thing to their valuable researches, but shall confine myselfto the 
single fact I have mentioned, as to my knowledge it was never before 
noticed in the Expositor. 

The term. “ Reformed Jews,” will not appear new to your readers. 
A respectable congregation at Berlin, which falls under that denomi- 
nation, did not fail to arrest the attention of the zealous Mr. Way on 
his tour to Russia, the character of which he has drawn with his 
usual brilliancy, but with no less accuracy. It might, perhaps, be 
observed here, that the seceding Israelites at Hamburg, seem rather 
to assume a somewhat different appearance, and maintain a decided 
superiority over the former, in point of simplicity, zeal, and devotion. 
But not to enter into useless comparisons, the following it is hoped 
will give a just idea of their views, and, show in what respect they 
differ from the mass of their brethren, as far as the writer is able 
E 
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to judge, from several conversations with many of their distinguished 
members, as well as from his previous study and observation of the 
Jewish religion in general. 

The new synagogue at Hamburg, denominated The Temple, had its 
rise in the year 1818, under the direction of Dr. Kley, one of the 
preachers, Mr. Breslau, now an elder of the synagogue, and others 
of the same community. Dr. K. whois well versed in Hebrew litera- 
ture, and has applied with considerable success to Philosophy in one of 
the German universities, was originally called to Hamburg to super- 
intend a charity school established in the year 1817 for the education 
of poor and destitute Jewish children. This school is wholly maintain- 
ed by the benevolent contributions of several wealthy and generous 
individuals, and the children are there chiefly instructed in the German 
and Hebrew languages, and in such branches of science as are calcu- 
lated to render them useful members of Society, while at the same 
time they are instructed in the principles of Judaism. Soon after 
the school was properly arranged, Dr. K. and several others of his 
brethren, framed a plan for the erection of anew synagogue, or ‘* Tem- 
ple,’ and exerted all their powers and talents to obtain the formation 
of a Society of Israelites willing to renounce the practice of useless 
ceremonies and rites in the house of the Lord, and to worship God 
in simplicity, but especially in a tongue known and understood by al/ 
without exception, ‘‘It is,’’ says one of the reformers in a publica- 
tion for their defence, ‘‘it is the leading object of our institution to 
conduct divine worship i in a language commonly understood by us— 
that it should also be followed by a moral sermon, in order that we 
may not fail to obtain the end of divine worship, and that our youths 
of both sexes may obtain a fundamental knowledge of the religion of 
our forefathers.’’ Nosooner was the plan generally understood, than 
it was cordially embraced by a considerable number of the most res- 
pectable Israelites, some of whom, it may be observed, have for 
many years never entered any synagogue at all, have most probably 
never prayed at home, never thought of religion, and have so literal- 
ly been without God in the world—they seemed filled with zeal at 
the idea, and have chosen some members from the midst of them 
who are equally acquainted with the spirit of Judaism and with the 
present moral character of their brethren, and to them they have 
submitted the disposal and arrangement of the new mode of worship— 
these have ‘‘upon the authority,’ as they profess, ‘‘ of the most 
learned celebrated ancient rabbins, whose memory is this day held 
in veneration, and from whose decisions there is no appeal,’’ trans- 
lated, abridged, and entirely new modelled the Jewish Liturgy.— 
Some few however of the prayers they have left in their original 
Hebrew form, for which they assign the following reasons among 
others. 1. ‘‘ Because they are a national property endeared by its 
high antiquity, and they contain the divine treasures of our law and 
religion ; 2. Not to bring the Hebrew language into oblivion ; and 3, 
‘That our orthodox brethren might not be led to think that with the 
extirpation of the Hebrew tongue we wish also to extirpate the Jewish 


religion, and to form @ new sect.” 
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lt is very remarkable, and worthy of the Christian’s observation, 
that in arranging the new Liturgy, which is only an extract of the 
old, they have studiously left out all commemorations of ancient sa- 
crifices, all prayers wherein their former persecutions were referred 
to, and what is more, every sentence that contained a pious wish for 
their restoration to Jerusalem, and the rebuilding of the temple was 
completely. erased—the following are some of their reasons for such 
procedure, and are well worth translating. —‘* We have left out,’ 
they say, “‘many of the prayers, and substitated German hymns to 
the praise of God in their stead; 1. because those prayers are mixed 
with sentences and doctrines concerning former sacrifices, and logical 
conclusions according to which the ancient Rabbies used to explain 
the Bible; 2. because they often make mention of hard treatment 
which our fathers endured in former times of persecution, and from 
which we are, thank heaven, free,* in these times of light and tole- 
rance ; 3. because others again contain supplications for the destruc- 
tion of the heathen, which according to our ideas, ts, to pray the 
merciful God he might do us the pleasure of becoming unmerciful ; 
4. because many of them express a wish that the Lord would restore 
us to Jerusalem, a wish which but with few comes from the heart, 
and could be advantageous only tofew.” The apologist adds more- 
over that the renunciation of such a wish does not at all militate 
against the spirit of Judaism, and would prove it from Numbers xxxii. 
where more than two tribes asked permission from their lawgiver 
to remain on this side of Jordan and obtained it, and also from the 


circumstance that when the Israelites in the Babylonian captivity ob- | * ° 


tained permission from Cyrus to return to their country and rebuild 
the temple, there were found only about 42,000 individuals who 
made use of that liberty, among whom Ezra, who was the leader of 
the whole, was not included, and all the rest remained in Babylon, 
Persia, Syria and Egypt, where they established high schools and 
ynagogues. He adds farther, ‘‘ When we pray that God would re- 
establish the kingdom of Zion, we do it partly in a spiritual sense, 
and partly not to withstand the wishes of those who desire to go there 
——but we do not pray that he would translate us there personally, as 
we feel satisfied and happy with the governments under which it has 
pleased the Almighty to put us, for which reason also we find no ob- 
stacle in our way to fulfil all those duties which our country requires 
of us, according to the words of the prophet Jeremiah, chap. xxix. 
7.°? [have made these extracts from the apologist for their Liturgy 
in order that the reader may be able to judge in a measure for 
himself concerning the religious tenets of the reformed Jews—it may 
easily be perceived, and we may conclude with considerable cer- 
tainty from the whole tenor of their sermons and conversation, that 
they not only renounce entirely the ipse dixits of the Talmud (for they 
have publicly ridiculed some part of it) and receive merely its moral 
maxims into their system, but it is to be feared they allow them- 
selves the same liberty with regard to the historical and prophetical 


parts of the Old Testament ; they are indeed extremely cautious ig 
* That was written in the year IST8. 
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this respect, and have never yet expressed themselves very e/early 
as to the doctrinal parts of their religion—they speak frequently in 
a vague manner of what they call ‘* pure Mosaism,” as if they would 
exclude the prophets as well as the Talmud, but itis not easy to 
imagine what they precisely mean by it—the children indeed are, in 
their religious lessons, strictly enjoined to observe the ceremonial 
law of Moses as well as the moral, but the parents seem to differ 
widely on these points, and each creates himself a religion of his 
own imagination. I have heard one of the preachers enter largely, 
in a sermon, on the miracles of Moses as proofs of his divine mission, 
but when I spoke some time after to a member of the temple about 
the miracles of Christ as equal proofs of his divine mission, he told 
me that he did not believe the possibility of miracles, and that he is 
not obliged to square his creed to that of his teacher.— Another very 
clever Israelite, who has taken part in the formation of the temple 
and the arrangement of the Liturgy, when I asked in that very temple 
(and that on a very solemn occasion, when Mr. - , the preach- 
er moved the whole congregation into tears) to which of the syna- 
gogues he belonged ? he said, ‘‘To none.”” ‘‘ To what religion 
then,” said I, ‘‘do you profess to belong?’ ‘* To that of nature,” 
cried the reformer ; and he added, in a decisive tone, ‘‘ that his God 
is purer than the Ged of Moses.”’ 

Such is the short but accurate account that I have thought proper 
to give, you of the present reformed Jews, whether they are at all 
approaching nearer to the Christian religion, and how far, I shall 
leave to your readers to judge for themselves, but one thing is be- 
yond all doubt, viz. that they have, if not formally yet virtually re- 
nounced what | may call ‘‘ Rabbinical Judaism,”’ and in their outward 
form of worship, they maintain a studied similarity to that of Protest- 
ant Christians. Their temple (not like that at Berlin) is " indeed 
beautiful, but simple and unvarnished, and its interier has very much 
the appearance of the Episcopal Jews’ Chapel, at Bethnal Green. 
Their worship is conducted in a quiet, solemn, and devout manner, 
Hymns are sung with the assistance of an organ, and the pulpit is filled 
by eloquent and impressive preachers, and the children both rich and 
poor, are taught their religion in a catechetical form, andare at a certain 
age publicly examined, and formally confirmed in the temple in the 
presence of the whole congregation. So complete a change,and new 
aspect of the Jewish Religion, could not fail to terrify the old Rabbini- 
cal party, who are very numerous at Hamburg ; the alarm was instanil 
given, letters were despatched unto the congregations of Israel scatter- 
ed over the continent, to warn them against an infection, and the gene- 
ral cry was, ‘‘ There is warin the camp !” the consequence of that was, 
that not less than forty bulls were issued from the most celebrated Rab- 
bies in the German provinces, pregnant with deprecations and excom- 
munications, and these have been collected and sent forth from the press 
at Hamburg : it does not appear however to have had any considera- 
ble influence, the Temple is still filled every Sabbath by males, 
females, and children, of the most respectable families, and I may 
gdd. that the wholesome effects of this reformation are already mani- 


( 











ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. oa 


fested in as far as it has led the minds of many, who were entirely 
absorbed in worldly pleasures, and deeply infected with a spirit of 
infidelity, to think of God and practical religion, and we may hope it 
has in some measure removed many obstacles in their way to true 
religion, as they begin to think, resolve, and act independent of the 
ancient and modern Rabbies, by whom they were till now held fast 
in the chains of ignorance, prejudice, superstition, and the command- 
ments of men, in opposition to those of God—that they may then be 
led on from strength to strength, and arrive at last at the gates of 
salvation is the sincere prayer of, Yours, &c. 


EAGERNESS OF THE JEWS TO RECEIVE NEW TEST A- 
MENTS AND TRACTS. 


‘Many shall run to and _ fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 


Extract from the 12th report of the London Society for promoting 
e Christianity among the Jews. 


Wiru regard to the readiness of the Polish Jews to receive Chris- 
tian instruction, the most satisfactory evidence was adduced in the last 
Report, from the correspondence of Mr. Way. Dr. Pinkerton, and 
Mr. Solomon. Their testimony has since been corroborated by that 
of Mr. Moritz, a converted Jew, who has for some time past been 
employed by the Emperor of Russia to travel through his dominions 
for the purpose of circulating Hebrew New Testaments and Tracts 





amongst the Jewish people. Ina letter addressed to your Foreign , ‘ 


Secretary in June last, Mr. Moritz gives some interesting details 
of atour which he made through Poland the preceding autumn, in 
the service of his Imperial Majesty. Besides instances of a more 
private kind, in which New Testaments and Tracts were received by 
individuals with much thankfulness, the Jews frequently came to him 
in a body, or solicited his attendance at their synagogues and places 
of learned resort, inviting discussion on the principal questions at 
issue between Christians and themselves, On one occasion, after 
reasoning with them in his lodging for a considerable time, and dis- 
tributing amongst them Testaments and Tracts, Mr. Moritz had the 
pleasure to ‘‘ see them stand in groups in the street reading the New 
Testaments to each other.’? On another, ‘‘ Great numbers,” says 
Mr. Moritz, ‘“‘ came afterwards to my lodging, and this gave me op- 
portunity to sow the seed of truth, as also to distribute some Testa- 
ments and Tracts; many of their Rabbins visited me, and the Lord 
gave me gtace freely and courageously to speak to them the word 
of the cross as the power of God unto salvation to all them that be- 
lieve, both Jews and Gentiles : to which they paid great attention, and 
thankfully received some New Testaments and Tracts. One morning, 
several learned Jews came to me, who asked me many serious and 
momentous questions about the truth of Christianity,”’ to which when 
Mr. Moritz had replied by some very apposite observations, ground- 
ed on a comparative view of their own Scriptures and of experience, 
he adds, ‘“‘ they made no objection to these remarks, desiring me to 
give them a few New Testaments and some Tracts, which they 
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would diligently peruse, to see if these things be so.”’ This occurred 
at Sklov, where are nearly 10,000 Jews, and which is regarded by 
them as their Jerusalem in their captivity. And who can tell what 
effect the distribution of even twenty-seven New Testaments and 
300 Tracts amongst sucha population may, through the divine bless- 
ing, produce upon the minds of themselves or of their children, to 
whom it is reasonable to hope, that some of them at least will be 
transmitted as part of their inheritance.” 


EPFECTS PRODUCED BY READING THE NEW TESTA- 
MENT. 


“ My word shall not return unto me void.” 


REMARKABLE HISTORY OF THE CONVERSION OF A JEW. 


Extracted from “‘ Hilmer’s Christian Journal,” a periodical work highly esteemed 
among Christians in Germany, reprinted in a small volume, published by 
Baron von Blomberg, at Detmo!d. , 


A RESPECTABLE innkeeper in a village in Germany had a very deprav- 
ed ungodly son. One day, an old sickly Jew, Elieser, arrived at the inn, 
situated at some distance from the village, and feeling himself very ill, 
immediately ordered a bed to rest upon. While he was fast asleep— 
the young profligate conceived the hellish idea to profit from the 
opportunity, for the innkeeper, his father, with his mother, and all the 
servants, were gone to the fair in the market town—to murder the old 
sick Jew, and to rob him of his money. He inflicted upon him several 
stabs with a knife, whereby he lost his senses. Though he was still 
breathing, yet the murderer considered his death as inevitable, took a ring 
from his finger, and the little money he had in one of his pockets, and 
threw the body ona dry dunghill behind the house, with a design to 
cover it as soon as possible. But he had scarcely re-entered into the 
room, but he was seized with the terrors of hell, which disqualified him 
for every reflection. In a state of distraction he ran out of the house, 
without minding the body of the murdered Jew, left uncovered, and the 
deserted house, determined to travel with the utmost speed to the near- 
est seaport, a days journey from his village, and there engage as a sail- 
or. Mean-while the stabbed Jew, whose wounds were not mortal, 
recovered so far as to be able to move, with slew steps, to the adjacent 
village. He could not give any satisfactory account of the circumstances 
under which he met with this accident, both from weakness, and because 
he had neither seen his murderer, nor the instrument by which he came 
to his wounds, for he first recovered his senses, when he had laid some 
time on the dunghill. We died on the following day; and the sur- 
geon who had examined the corpse declared, that though his wounds 
were not in themselves absolutely mortal, yet in the present case had been 
the real cause of accelerated death. 

‘The murderer, pushed on by tormenting fears, proceeded on his way ; 
in a wood he found, on the edge of the road, a young Jew fast asleep : 
suddenly another satanical idea suggested itself to his mind. He drew the 
knife with which he had committed the murder, out of his own pocket, 





ISRAEL'S ADVOCATE, 71 
put it gently into the pocket of the still sleeping Jew, and rapidly pur- 
sued his journey on a by-path through the wood. He reached the sea- 
port P. In the inn where he took up his lodging, his youthful appear- 
ance and handsome figure struck the daughter of the house ; the affec- 
tion soon became mutual; and when the father had given his consent, 
they were married, and remained in the house to assist the father in his 
business. 

It so happened, that two soldiers were walking in the same road 
where the murderer had perpetrated his second atrociousness. They 
found there a well-looking young man sleeping, whom, from his 
dress and countenance, they supposed to be a Jew; it was the same 
who has been mentioned. “ Why,” said one of the soldiers to his com- 

anion, * we are both of us hungry and thirsty, may we not apply to the 
pockets of the sleeping Jew for a little money? As he is asleep he will 
not refuse it.” The hint is good,” returned the other, “ for I am al- 
most fainting from thirst, and I have not a farthing in my pocket.” 
They now put a hand into the coat pocket of drowsy Nathan (this was 
the name of the Jew); for money ; but instead of a purse they found and 
drew forth a large knife, and were terrified when they found it covered 
with gore ; but soon recovering from their terror, by the hope of earning 
the reward to which the law entitles those who have delivered into the 
hands of justice a man under suspicion of murder, they awakened the 
Jew, bound him, and deaf to his questions, entreaties, and protestations, 
they conducted him into the town, where immediately he was put into the 
prison. 2% ae 

Here he remained in confinement for more than a year. In the first 
month already the state of inactivity became to him intolerably tedious. 
He asked the jailer whether he could not give him books to read >’ 
“‘ There is,” replied he, “in the whole house but one book, probably left 
behind by a former prisoner.”” “What book?” asked the Jew. “1 
do not know it,” was the answer of the ignorant rude jailer. “ I have ne- 
ver read it; but on looking into it, 1 have found, that it contains some 
historical accounts, and also some letters.” “Oh!” cried the Jew, 
“oive methat book; every book is preferable to tediousness.” He 

ve it. The Jew was almost struck with horror, when he read the 
title-page of the book; it was, The New Testament of our Lord Jesus. 
Christ. He was about to return it; but—so he said to himself,— 
What harm can it do me, if for once with my own eyes, I see what the 
Christians relate of their deified son of Mirjam? I shall thereby be 
enabled to argue with Christians.” He now actually began reading ; 
he first read with secret reluctance ; but the longer he continued reading, 
the more reluctance changed into tormenting alarm and distress of mind 
he could not possibly account for. 

The sermons of Jesus contained in the Gospels, appeared to him so 
full of wisdom ; his actions so supernatural ; his views so pure; his sen- 
timents so noble and so holy, that he felt himself struck with reverence 
to him, and was convinced, that not one of all men that have lived here 
on earth, not even Moses or Abraham, was comparable to him. From 
his early infaney he had heard his parents and teachers represent Jesus 
of Nazareth as a proud, quarrelsome, and to his own people, hostile in- 
novator, mutineer, and impostor. He now was amazed to see before his 
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sight, on every page, the humblest and meekest of all the sons of Abra- 
ham, nay of all the children of Adam. He could not be satiated by read- 
ing the sermon on the mount, distilling the dew of heavenly wisdom, 
the last prayer of the divine high-priest. and his last conversation with 
his disciples, overflowing with the most tender parting love; with silent 
tears in his eyes he read the history of the passion and death of Jesus; 
and at his last words upon the cross, especially at that prayer, “ Father, 
forgive them!” he began bitterly to cry. He could scarcely prevail 
upon himself to proceed, but his desire to know the conduct of the disci- 
ples after the death of their master, induced him to read the Acts of the 
Apostles also; here the events of the day of Pentecost, and the effects of 
the sermon of that day, struck him with peculiar power. But the con- 
version of a Saul into a Paul made the deepest impressien upon his soul : 
this marvellous event operated decisively ; almost unanimously he ex- 
claimed, with a loud voice, * As truly as the God of Abraham lives in 
heaven, Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son of the living God !” 
And in the same state of ecstasy he lifted up his hands and prayed, 
“As trulyas thou, O Jesus of Nazareth, art the true Prophet and Mes- 
siah, I will be thy disciple! Have mercy upon me! have mercy, as 
thou shewedst mercy to the thief at thy right-hand! Pray for me, as 
thou prayedst for thy muruerers—Father, forgive him !” 

This son of Abraham, now in his heart a believer, longed now with 
an increased desire after the day of his acquitial, of which, conscious ef 
his innocence, he had not the least doubt. This desire was not so much 
owing to his natural love of liberty, as to a wish to confess publicly with 
the mouth, what he believed with his heart, and to be added by baptism, 
to the followers of Jesus Christ. He spent his time every day in reading 
the New Testament, which now had become his invaluable treasure, and 
he repeatedly perused it from the beginning to the end, with increasing 
interestand joy. In his examination before the court of justice he de- 
fended himself with freeness, but modestly: even his judges confessed 
that his conduct bore testimony to his innocence ; and the visible calm- 
ness of soul he showed when the bloody knife found in his pocket was 
produced, and his modest declaration on that occasion, staggered the 
judges. As to the final issue of the trial, the prisoner was without fear, 
quietly waiting for the day, when God himself would be pleased to make 
his innocence manifest by some providential incident. After having 
been detained in prison for fifteen months, he received his sentence, by 
which he was to be whipped publicly before the town-hall, on three con- 
secutive days, and then to one year’s hard labour in the citadel. A tear 
dropped from his eyes when the sentence was communicated to him, but 
he returned calmly and resigned into his prison. 

The day of execution arrived ; the prisoner had already been brought 
into the town-hall, to be undressed for the first whipping, when an official 
message arrived from the court of magistrates at P., by which notice was 
given, that the real murderer of the Jew Elieser had there been detected 
and brought into prison, and that he had already confessed his crime. 

Our prisener was now immediately sent back into prison, but showed 
into a better room; and after the lapse of a week, he was in the most 
honourable terms, restored to full liberty. The most respectable inhabi- 
tants of the town expressed their concern for his undeserved imprison- 
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ment, and their cordial sympathy in his release. He replied, “ Your 
interest in my case affects my heart; but I cannot accept your compas- 
sion, for by my imprisonment I have but little lost, but gained infinitely.” 
Very soon after having been set at liberty, he inquired after a pious 
minister of the Gospel; the Rev. Mr. B was recommended to him as a 
holy man; to him he opened his heart, and related to him all that he 
had experienced both in his outer and inner man, and most earnestly 
entreated him to be baptized, and admit him to the Lord’s supper. 

When the minister had thoroughly examined him, he wrote to his 
superior. He, who like this Israelite, has been taught of God, does not 
Stand in need of human instruction. I have found him so profoundly 
informed of every truth of our religion, and at the same time so firmly 
convinced of its divinity, that I should deem it sinful to refuse him bap- 
tism. Some weeks afterwards he was publicly baptized in the parish 
church, and then admitted to partake of the holy sacrament, under great 
emotions of his heart. 

The real murderer, who lived under a false name, with his father-in- 
law at P. as his assistant in the management of the inn, had, by some 
unguarded expressions, already excited some suspicion, when a circum- 
stance happened where he fully betrayed himself. ‘Two strangers who 
had put up at the inn, conversed about the murder, and all that since had 
followed, in the presence of a member of the court of magistrates. They 
mentioned the son of the inn-keeper at M.as the supposed criminal; and 
as just at that moment the son-in-law of the house entered into the room, 
one of the strangers in a jocose manner, and. without the, least intention, 
said, “ Exactly like this our young landlord that person is said to be in 


his appearance.” At these words the young man turned pale, he trem- * ° 


bled, attempted to speak, and stammered. The magistrate, whose 
suspicion was roused, went to his colleagues, who after some delibera- 
tion, resolved to watchthe young man during day, and in the evening 
confine him, which was done. 

At the first stage of his trial the wretch contrived to elude the acute- 
ness of his cross examiners; but by dint of unrelenting investigations, 
more and more circumstances in aggravation were brought to light, and 
his unsatisfactory account with regard to the ring, still in his possession, 
confirmed the suspicion. At last the inward judge brought about what 
his human judges had been unable to effect. Inward torments were so 
visibly depicted in his countenance and in his whole conduct, that the 
judges were emboldened to address him in these words :—Villain, dost 
thou dare longer to defy the heart-searching eyes of the Almighty ? Thou 
standest before an open gulf; before it swallow thee, in honour of truth, 
say, Yes! Trembling in every limb, he said, Yes; and after making 
an open confession of his crime, and every attending particular, he was 
sentenced to be whipped in the market-place en eight consecutive days, 
and to six years’ hard labour in the citadel. 

Our convert Nathan, now after his baptism Christlieb, (Christophilus ) 
had no sooner been informed of the transaction, but his heart’ was filled 
with sorrow and compassion for the criminal. He was not rejoiced to 
see the author of his past misfortune brought to punishment; he only 
felt a strong desire after the salvation of his soul. To this effect he 
took the resolution to go to C., there to take lodgings for six years, in 
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order to see the culprit every day, to bring him in the way of life, and to 
do him good for soul and body. For this he requested the permissiow 
of the commander, which also was granted to him, when he had expiain- 
ed his reasons. He procured better food for the criminal, and aided in his 
cure and nursing during an illness which befel hire. On that occasion he 
made his spiritual cure, the conversion of his poor soul, his chief concern. 
He instructed, he warned, he entreated, he solicited the sick, to save his 
poor soul, by turning with a penitent heart to him who pardoned and saved 
the murderer on the cross. His tears and solicitations proved effectual. 
It pleased the Lord, who receiveth sinners, to touch the hardened heart 
of the culprit; he wept for mercy, and found mercy. He melted away 
in tears of the deepest repentance, under a prayer, offered up by his 
benefactor ; and prayed afterwards himself with affecting fervour and de- 
votion. ‘The Lord answered the supplication of the contrite sinner, and 
spoke peace to his soul. From that day he began to recover from his 
illness ; and, after his restoration to health, both his countenance and 
his conduct bore testimony of the reality and sincerity of his conversion. 
His transformation into a new man was even observed by the command- 
er, who more and more esteemed him for his peaceable, industrious, and 
obedient behaviour, and endeavoured to make his situation as easy for 
him as it was in his power todo. After the years of his punishment had 
elapsed, he recovered his liberty. His spiritual and temporal benefactor 
took him into his own lodging, where they remained together for some 
mouths, improving themselves by the word of truth, and strengthening 
themselves by daily prayers in faith, in love, and in perseverance in the 
grace, they both of them had obtained. After having partaken together 
", tue holy sacrament, Christlieb accompanied his friend to the place of 
his former residence, and hastened to his wife, who presented to him 
his first-born son, whom she had brought into the world during the first 
year of his confinement. On the following day he left them and returned 
to his own residence, where after three or four months he fell sick, and 
was removed into the kingdom of everlasting bliss and joy. On his 
sick-bed he often mentioned the name of his friend, with fervent gratitude 
and intercession, that the Lord would make him faithful unto the end, 
and a shining light to his family. This prayer was not in vain. His 
friend remained faithful to the grace he had experienced; and he was 
made the blessed instrument of turning his wife and her parents from the 
world and the service of sin, into the narrow path, which leadeth to life. 
He was the object of scorn to the worldly minded, but of gratitude and 
praise to the true worshippers of God and Christ. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE CONDI. 
TION OF THE JEWS. 


Report of the Committee of Ways and Means. 


[ue committee of ways and means appointed at the last meeting of 
the board, beg leave to make the following Report, That they have 
devoted as much of their time and attention as they could spare, to 
the subjects committed to their consideration, and have weighed those 
subjects, they trust, under a sense of their great importance to the 
objects and interests of the board.. The novelty of the duty which 
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has devolved on your committee, the intrinsic difficulties attending the 
establishment of a Christian Jewish colony, and the great variety of 
incidents involved in such an undertaking, have all conspired to em- 
barrass your committee, and compelled them to proceed with caution 
in their deliberations ; and the conclusions to which they have arriv- 
ed, though the results of the best judgment of your committee, yet 
are advanced by no means with confidence, and must claim from the 
board that indulgence to which the peculiar circumstances under 
which they have been formed entitle them. 

It will be recollected by the board, that the late President, Mr. 
Boudinot, with that liberality which has so nobly distinguished his 
character, bequeathed to ‘‘ the American Society for meliorating the 
condition of the Jews,’ four thousand acres of land in the state of 
Pennsylvania, or at the option of the society one thousand doliars in 
cash, the society to make their election within two years—to the be- 
quest of the land is annexed the condition, that if the society elect to 
accept of the same, it must be used and occupied by them as a set- 
tlement for the Jews, with the allotment of fifty acres to each family 
who may become a settler under the direction of the board ; this 
condition of course renders the land of no other value to the society 
than that which may arise from the advantages which it presents for 
the establishment of the colony contemplated by the board; if it were 
ever so valuable in itself, it is by this condition put beyond the power 
of the board to convert it into money ; if they accept of it, it must 
be used for the purposes of acolony. Your Committee regret that 
they have not been able to procure as particular information respect- 


ing these 4000 acres as they could wish ; they find, however, that itis ‘- 


part of a large tract lying in the county of Warren, on the waters of 
the Brokenstraw creek, and other creeks emptying into the Alleghany 
river, the main body of which is situated south of Brokenstraw 
creek. Warren county is in the north western part of the state, and 
is bounded on the north by the New-York state line, where it joins 
on to part of the counties of Chataque and Cattaraugus. It is a new 
county, and but very partially settled. Your former committee ad- 
dressed a letter on the subject of these lands to Mr. Heildeksper, the 
agent of Mr. Boudinot, residing in the adjoining county of Crawford, 
in reply to which he says, ‘‘ 1 am unable to tell what specific portion 
of these lands (meaning a tract of 43,000 acres which belonged to 
Mr. Boudinot) has been bequeathed to you; but even if I knew, the 
formation which I could give you would still be imperfect and un- 
satisfactory, for though the lands have been for a number of years 
under my agency, yet as they are situated at a distance of about 60 
miles from this place, I have no particular knowledge of the quality 
of the several tracts, I shall therefore give you such information as I 
possess respecting this body of lands. Though there are some very 
good lands among them, yet taken as a body, they are by no means 
equal to the general quality of the lands in this part of Pennsylvania, 
which is extraordinarily fine. The lands are in general well water- 
ed, and covered with a heavy growth of timber ; the county is re- 
markably wholesome, and though it would be heavy to clear, yet 
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when once cleared, it would well repay the labour of the husband- 
man, especially for grazing farms, they being well calculated for that 
species of husbandry.’’ In another part of his letter he says—‘*‘ As 
to the actual value of these lands I can say nothing, because wild 
lands can hardly be said to have any value so long as there is no de- 
mand for them, as there has not hitherto been for these lands.” 
Your committee have not been able to obtain any better information 
than this respecting the lands bequeathed by Mr. Boudinot ; but they 
feel warranted in saying, that its inconvenient location—the indiffer- 
ent quality of the tract of which it forms a part—its inadequacy in 
point of quantity to the wants of the board—its distance and difficulty 
of access from the city of New-York, and the labour, money, and 
time, which must necessarily be consumed, to put it in a situation fit 
for the occupation of such settlers as the board would send upon it, 
render it the interest of the society to accept of the $1000, and sur- 
render their claim to the land ; and your committee are inclined to 
believe that Mr. Boudinot himself, whose judgment would be entitled 
to great weight, was, from the fact of the option which he has given 
to the society, undecided in his own mind as to the suitableness of 
the land—they therefore advise, if the board should concur with them 
in Opinion, that the corresponding secretary be requested immedi- 
ately to communicate the election of the board to the executors of 
Mr. Boudinot’s will, and that the treasurer be instructed to apply for 
and receive the $1000. 

Yolir committee are unanimous in the opinion that the colony should 
be established in the state of New-York—they believe that as good and 
as cheap land can be procured here as in any other state, whilst the supe- 
rior advantages of this in point of resources and importance ; the greater 
stability and ascertained value of la.ded property—the spirit which per- 
vades agricultural pursuits—our internal improvements—the advan- 
tages of our markets for the sale of produce, and the general and increas- 
ing prosperity of every kind of business, present inducements which are 
not probably united in any other part of the Union—besides, the city of 
New-York will be the centre of operations of the board, and they will 
be enabled to exercise a far more heneficial superintendence over the 
eoncerns of the colony, by having it situated as it were under their eye, 
and to avail themselves of a greater economy in the transportation of 
settlers which our facilities of navigation afford, than by having it at a 
distance, where the means of communication would be likely to be ir- 
regular and uncertain, and the difficulties of access become a burden- 
some expense to the board—to this last consideration your committee 
attach much importance, believing, that wherever the colony is located, 
the transportation from the sea-board of families and their effects will 
form no inconsiderable charge.—As to the particular situation of the 
colony, your committee have directed their attention to the lands in the 
Holland purchase, and one or two tracts in other parts of the state, 
which have come to their knowledge—the lands in the Holland purchase 
they find embarrassed at present by a contemplated sale of a great part 
of them to a company in Albany—but your committee have not had 
those opportunities for a selection of a proper tract which the subjeet 
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vequires, they have, therefore, determined to recommend tu the board 
the propriety and expediency of bringing into competition the Land- 
holders in the state, and propose, if it shall meet the views of the board, 
to advertise in some of the principal papers for a tract of land for the 
purpose of a colony—this will bring before them at once such tracts as 
are for sale, aud give your committee the privilege of choosing from the 
number that will be probably offered, one best suited in all respects to © 
the wants of the board. 

As to the quantity of land, which it will be advisable for the board to 
purchase, your committee have found a great difficulty in coming to a 
decision—the novelty of the undertaking, and the infancy of the society, 
afford them no rule by which to guide their deliberations—it must be a 
matter of experiment—they agree, however, that it will be for the in- 
terest of the board to purchase as much as their tunds wil admit, being 
satisfied, that if the settlement of the colony is effected with the success 
and rapidity, which under the blessing of God they fondly cherish the 
hope of, the value of the lands in its neighbourhood will be greatly, en- 
hanced, and the board be compelled, if they should find it necessary 
to extend the limits of the colony, to pay a much higher price for the 
land than it can be now procured for, and if on experiment they should 
find themselves in possession of a greater quantity than they require, it 
will be no difficult matter to dispose of the surplus without a sacrifice.— 
Your committee believe, however, that the probabilities are much in 
favour of a rapid settlement, and they therefore recommend that the 
board go to the utmost limit of their resources ; what those resources 
are, or are likely to be, it is impossible to tell with any degree of 
certainty ; yet the very flattering prospects of the society—the suc- 
cess which has attended the labours of Mr. Frey in the collection of 
donations, and the formation of auxiliaries, and the general spirit 
and zeal which is excited throughout the country in behalf of the 
Jews, manifested in the approval of the objects of the board, and 
the support given to them, will warrant your committee, they think, 
in advertising for fifteen or twenty thousand acres. 

In the choice of the land, care should be had to select such a tract 
as will embrace not only the advantages before mentioned, but as 
may be best adapted to the peculiar necessities and circumstances of 
those who are to take possession of it. A great part of these will 
probably be men of families, whose subsistence must depend on the 
daily labour of their hands, and who will become a source of incal- 
culable expense to the board, unless immediately on their arrival 
here they can be furnished with the facilities of obtaining that sub- 
sistence, whilst others who will perhaps bring with them some capi- 
tal, will equally require to be placed in a situation where they can 
earn a support at once, without encroaching too much on their stock ; 
to attan these desirable ends, and to guard against those discourage- 
ments and despondencies which are so frequently the unfortunate at- 
tendants of strangers in a strange land, will require all the wisdom of 
the board. The undertaking on which they have entered is fraught 
not only with interest, but with difficulties which can only be sur- 
mounted by prudent care and wise deliberation. Your committee 
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are decidedly of opinion, that it will operate against the usefulness 
of the society, and indeed defeat the benevolent intentions of the 
board, to place those Jews, who shall come to them, on land, in its 
wild state. A part of each farm should be cleared, ready at their 
hands, and capable of immediate use and cultivation ; and your com-~ 
mittee are apprehensive of considerable difficulty and expense in pro- 

curing a tract already cleared, according to their wants ; they are 
therefore inclined to believe, that it will be found the most econo- 
raical and safe course to purchase a tract of good wild land, and im- 
mediately employ a sufficient number of persons accustomed to the 
business, to clear such parts as would be necessary—this your com- 
mittee think might be effected with a comparative trifling expense to 
the board, either of time or money. This, however, will depend en- 
tirely upon the tracts that shall be offered, and your committee 
throw out these views now, in order to direct the attention of the 
board to a subject of such vital importance to the society. At every 
step your committee have advanced, they have become more im- 
pressed with a sense of the magnitude of the work in which the 
board are engaged, and of the imperative necessity lying upon them, 
to bring forth all their strength, activity and zeal. ‘The eyes of 
iriends and enemies are fixed upon us with a peculiar degree of in- 
terest and anxiety, and we have a large and increasing number of 
auxiliaries, through whom to infuse a spirit of life and zeal, which 
weecannot do unless we ourselves possess those essential requisites 
to the prosperity of a work like this—an efficiency in the adaptation 
of our means to the end, wil! secure to us the good opinion and co- 
operation of many who now look upon our plans as premature, and 
the blessing of God, which we trust will follow our labours for the 
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, will convince the most unbe- 
lieving, that the time has arrived, when the long lost descendants ot 

Abraham are to be gathered into the fold of Christ, the great Shep- 
herd. 

Your committee have of course turned their attention to the state 
of the societv’s funds and resources. At the last meeting of the 
board, an estimate was presented. which shows that the annual in- 
come from the auxiliaries, which up to that time were recognized by 
the board, amounted to $5000. There is now in the treasury $1500, 
which with the $1000 from Mr. Boudinot’s executors, and $1000 
about to be remitted by Mr. Frey, will increase the sum to $3,500, 
and this will be greatly augmented by the semi-annual payments from 
the auxiliaries, which fall due the ensuing month. The donations 
have been considerable, and are still increasing, together with the 
number of auxiliaries, so that there is an encouraging prospect. That 
with proper exertion on the part of the board, there will be a suffi- 
ciency of funds to meet the payments for the land, which may un- 
doubtedly be procured on such a credit as to relieve the beard ‘from 
any burdensome pressure on that account. But a fair calculation 
may be made, that some of the resources will fail ; that some of the 
auxiliaries will grow cold and indifferent. To remedy this evil, new 
‘ones must be formed, and those that exist be animated and encourag- 
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ed. Asa means of augmenting the funds, your committee advise, 
that measures be taken by the publishing committee to procure an 
extensive subscription to the paper published by the board. If this 
shall be accomplished, a considerable revenue will be secured di- 
rectly under the control of the board, which from that fact, will be 
likely to be permanent, and a feeling be created on behalf of the 
society, from which it cannot fail to derive strength and support. 
Your committee will only add, that much is to be done by every 
individual member of the board; and after all, their exertions. will 
be of no avail, without the smiles of the Lord upon them, and they 
trust that for so desirable a blessing, all will unite in approaching the 
throne of divine grace, frequently, fervently, and with faith. 
In behalf of the Committee. 
R. MILFORD BLATCHFORD, Chairman. 


New-York, March 25, 1823. 

The above report was unanimously adopted by the Board at the last meeting, 
and means were taken fo carry its several recommendations into immediate 
effect. Agreeably to instructions from the Board, the Committee of ways and 
means have advertised for a tract of land inthis State. Several communications 
on this subject have been received. 

Mr. Frey, the Society’s agent at the South, is still prosecuting the objects of 
his mission with encouraging success. Some particulars wiil be given in our 


” 


pext number. 
LIST OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY TO THE A. S. M. €. J. 
(Continued from page 64.) 
SOCIETIES. PRESIDENTS. SECRETARIES. 


Mas:achusetis. ; 
Newburyport Female Aux. Soc. Mrs. Sarah Thomson Mrs. Harriet Sanborn 


Rhode-Island. 


Newport Aux. Soc. *Rev. Wm. Patten, L.L.D. Benj. B. Mumford Esq 


Connecticut. 

Scotland Aux. So. Rev. Jesse Fisher Mr. Daniel Tracy 

Litchfield, S Farms Fe. Aux. So Mrs. Lucy Pierpont Miss Abby Pierpont 

West Springfield Aux. So. Rev. Wm. Sprague 

‘ermont. 

Norwich Aux. Soc. Sou. Parish Rev. R. W. Bailey Rev. J. W. Woodward 
New- York. 

Female Aux. So. of Cen.Pres. Mrs. Hinman Miss Mary Smith 

ch. city of New-York. 

Scotch Town Aux. Soc. James Morrison, Esq. Mr. Seth Williamson 

New Prospect do. do. Rev. A. D. Wilson Dr. Windfield 

New Paltz do. do. Dr. C. D. Hasbrook Mr. John Dubois 
New-Jersey. 

Pompton Plains Aux. So. Dr. Lemuel Burr Mr. Cors.W. Mandeville 
North Carolina. 

Fayetteville Aux. Soc. Rev. R. H. Morrison Mr. J. B. Cockrane 

Do. Female Aux. Soc. Mrs. F. Bowen Mrs. M. Williams 

South Carolina. 

Shiloh So. of Charleston, Gen. Chas. C. Pinckney Mr, Thomas 8S. Grimke 

Charleston Ladies So. Mrs. Grimke, Sen. Super. Miss Stevens 


* Not the Rev. Dr. Austin, as erroneously stated in our last No. Dr. A. is the 
ket Vice-President. 
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Collections made by the Rev. C. F. Frey, for the A. S. M. C. J. from 
March 3d to April 2. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. Charleston ist Pres. do. Rev. Mr. Buist 144 00 

feorgetown — Ch. Rev. - Harri- 2d do. do. Rev. Mr. Boies 106 75 
- 583 Method. do. , : 111 0S 

Methodist do. , 42 75 Baptist do.— Dr. Furman 79 23 

Robert F. Withers, Esq. life Ger. Lut.do. —Mr.Buchman 81 55 

5000 Beaufort, Rev. Mr. Graham 51 38 
Corsauhatchie, Rev.I. Nichols . - 26 


director 
Oharileston, Circular ch. Rev. Dr. Palmer 203,66 


Donations received by Mr. Frey. 


Geor Mr. John 8. ~t ‘ 2 50 Mrs. Dehon 


1?) Mrs. Russel »- &§@ 


The Treasurer acknowledges the Receipt into the Treasury during the 
month of April of the following sums. 


Cash—Donation from Eben. > anemes of 


C'ash—Amount collected in first Pres. Ch. 
Morris Plains, N. J. 


in Brooklyn (L. L.) per. E. C. Wood- 


; 1 Ww 
hull, Esq. . : - 18 84 Do. from Miss R.Lamsondo. do. 0 5D 


Donation from Rev. Afred Mitchell of 
Norwich , Conn. Py siew Lord, 


E 
Amoust collected in first Congrega- 

tional society in E. Hartford, Conn. 

per Rev. Joy H. Fairfield - 30 00 
Ponation from Solomon Olmstead of 

E. Hartford, Conn. per Rev. Joy H. 

Fairfield  . 3 00 
Donation from Wanton Ransom ofdo. 

perdo.  . 3 00 
Amé6unt collected in n Rev. Mr. Patien’s 

church, N. York per Mr. Nixon 41 86 
Donation ‘from an unknown individu- 

al per Mr. Nixon eg gate $ 14 
From Abraham A. Halsey to consti- 

tute himself a member for life . 15 00 
Subscription to the ‘Advocate’ . - 200 
Prom Rev. Jno. Breckenridge to 

constitute himself life member per 

Mr. Jadownisky ‘ 15 00 
From the female Jews Society in 

Hopkinton, N. H. per R. C0. Hatch 14 00 
From “ an aged man” in do.perdo. 0 56 
Amount of draft on Beers & Bunnel, 

being money collected by Rev. Mr. 


a 1078 12 
ion v. W.R. Smith of Northum- 
berland, Penn. to constitute himself 
life member, per Z. Lewis, Esc. 15 00 
From sundry individuals in West 
Hartford, C. per Wm. Coleman, Jr. 25 00 
Subscriptions for 10 copies of Advo- 
cate, per Mary B.Storer,Me. . 1000 


10 00 


From the Scholars in the Academy 

at Princeton to constitute their prin- 

cipal, Rev. Robt. Baird, life mem- 

ber, per Mr. Edward Calkin ; 15 00 
From the Warwick Aux. Soc. per 

Henry Pelton, Tre’surer ‘ 11 50 
Donation from Mrs. Cath. Culon of 

Warwick : 0 50 
Do. from Mr. Luther ‘Northrup of do. 0 50 
Donations from sundry persons in 

Woodbury, Conn. per Rey. S. R. 

Andrew ° , 24 00 
From the Berea Aux. Soc. ‘per Mr. 

Peter Bret, Treas. 
From the Georgetown, D. 0. Aux. 

Soc. per P. Fenner Treas. : 67 78 
From the Female Aux. Soc. in Far- 

mington, Conn. per Elizabeth 

Cowles, Secretary ‘ 36 40 
From the male Aux. Soe. in Farming- 

ton, Conn. per “~- Fee Trea- 

surer. 72 06 
From the Princeton "Aux. Soc. per 

J. 8. Wilson, Treasurer ; 31 08 
From the Female Aux Soc of Charles- 

ton, S. C. per Jane Keith, Trea- 

surer 1 
From the Female ‘Aux. Soe. of Litch- 

field, South Farms, Conn. 

Abby Pierpont,Secretary . - 17@ 
From the Cent Soc. in Norwich, Vt. 

to constitute Rev. B. we SD, 

life member ° . 21 


Notices. 


The anniversary of the A S. M C. J. will be held im this city on Friday the 
Sth inst. Notice of the time and place of meeting will be given in the daily 
papers.—The annual report will be read—and several addresses delivered. 


‘‘ Tsrael’s Advocate”’ will be furnished to subscribers at one dollar per annum. 


Intelligence respecting the Jews, and original communications proper for this 
work, are respectfully solicited. 
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